
RECYCLING POLICY
In addition to operating a recycling business in North America, International Paper (IP) is one of the world’s 
largest purchasers of recovered fiber. IP’s Recycling business has 18 locations in North America that collect and 
process recyclable materials for their highest value end use. 

STRIVING FOR A 70% PAPER RECYCLING RATE BY 2020

of all paper in the U.S. was 
recovered in 2018
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According to the U.S. EPA, more than 
three times as much paper is recovered by 
weight compared to aluminum, steel, glass 
and plastic combined.

of boxes and corrugated containers 
(a subset of all paper) were 
recovered in the U.S. in 2018.

Approximately 79% of paper mills in the 
U.S. use recovered fiber to make new 
paper and paperboard products.

79%

96%

Recovered fiber markets are complex, efficient, dynamic and market-driven. We 
support the free and fair trade of both products and materials.

Market forces should guide paper recycling systems 
to ensure recovered fiber goes to its highest value end 
use. We oppose recycling mandates or incentives that 
ignore market driven dynamics.

Policies should be material neutral or they could 
distort the marketplace.

We oppose content requirements, bans or fees on 
paper products because of the robust recovery system 
in place for paper recycling.

IMPROVE RECYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE
We support investment in programs and technologies that bring more clean residential and commercial material into the 
system. This includes dual stream collection, clean Materials Recovery Facilities, and expanded access for commercial and 
multi-family dwellings. International Paper is a member of The Recycling Partnership, which creates successful programs 
to increase access to recycling infrastructure and improve the quality of recovered material. 

We oppose proposals funded by fees on product 
manufacturers, essentially penalizing our industry to 
subsidize others.

Government and industry must work cooperatively to 
ensure the mill-quality of recovered paper and develop 
solutions that improve sortation.

Government policies must be adaptable to evolving 
markets and developing technologies.
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